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The fire of your French father shall last forever, and warm
his children.” At the end of this address a gold medal
shaped like a heart was placed on the breast of Ke-che-ne-
zuh-yauh, and by this mark of honor he was recognized as
the chief of the Lake Superior Ojibways.! These words
have been handed down from generation to generation, to
Lis present descendants, and it will be readily seen by them
that the French had already learned to use the figurative
and forcible style of expression of the Ojibways, and under-
stood their division into Totemic clans, with the peculiari-
ties on which each clan prided themselves.

The Ojibways received the “heart” of their French breth-
ren, and accepted their proposals of peace, amity, and mu-
tual support and protection. From this period their coun-
try became more free and open to French enterprise, and
they learned to term the French king ¢ father.”

The Ojibways learned to love the French people, for the
Frenchmen, possessing a character of great plasticity, easily
assimilated themselves to the customs and mode of life of
their red brethren. They respected their religious rites
and ceremonies, and they “never laughed” at their super-
stitious beliefs and ignorance. They fully appreciated, and
honored accordingly, the many noble traits and qualities
possessed by these bold and wild hunters of the forest. Tt
is an acknowledged fact, that no nation of whites have ever
succeeded so well in gaining the love and confidence of the
red men, as the Franks. It is probable that their character
in many respects was more similar, and adapted to the cha-
racter of the Indian, than any other European nation. The
“voyageur du Nord,” as were then termed the common class

1 Note by Mr. Warren.—On the death of this chieftain, this gold medal was
buried with him, through a superstitious notion that he should appear in the
land of spirits with the same honors which had attended him on earth. His
grave was located on the shores of Shag-a-waum-ik-ong Bay. In 1850 it was
carefully searched for by some of his descendants to recover the medal, but
the grave was found to have been swept away by high water.



